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In claiifb^at line 1, after "inhibitor" please insert —composition—. 

In claim^at line 1, after "inhibitor" please insert —composition—. 

In cl£urTh40, at line 1, after "inhibitor" please insert —composition—. 

In claim^I, at line 1, after "inhibitor" please insert —composition—. 

In clainri2, at line 1, after "inhibitor" please insert —composition—. 

In claim 14, at line 1, after "inhibitor" please insert —composition—. 

In clainTtb, at line 1, please delete "inhibitor of" and after "production" please 
insert —inhibitor composition—. 

In claim^i^ at line 1, please delete "inhibitor oP and after "production" please 
insert —inhibitor composition--. 

In claim^^at line 1, please delete "inhibitor oP and after "production" please 
insert —inhibitor composition—. 

In claims^, at line 1, please delete "inhibitor of" and after "production" please 
insert —inhibitor composition—. 

In claim^^ at line 1, please delete "inhibitor of" and after "production" please 
insert —inhibitor composition—. 

In claim^, at line 1, please delete "inhibitor of" and after "production" please 
insert —inhibitor composition--. 

In clairhv^2, at line 1, please delete "inhibitor oP and after "production" please 
insert —inhibitor composition—. 

In clzdn^^, at line 1, please delete "inhibitor oP and after "production" please 
insert —inhibitor composition—. 
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In claim 24, at line 1, please delete "inhibitor of and after "production" please 
insert —inhibitor composition--. 

In claii!i-25, at line 1, please delete "inhibitor of and after "production" please 
insert —inhibitor composition--. 



In claim z6, at line 1, please delete "inhibitor oP and after "production" please 
insert —inhibitor composition—. 



In claini27, at line 1, please delete "inhibitor of" and after "production" please 
insert —inhibitor composition—. 



In claim 28, at line 1, please delete "inhibitor oP and after "production" please 
insert —inhibitor composition--. 

Please add the following new claims 38-41: 

—38. A method for inhabiting NF-kB comprising administering to a patient in need 
of NF-kB inhibition a benzoquinone^derivative represented by the following general 
formula (1): \ 







O 




O 



wherein 
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Ri, RiNand R3 are each independently a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group having 1 to 5 
carbons, or an alkoxy group having 1 to 5 carbons; 

R4 is a hydrogen atom, a hydroxymethyl group, an alkyl group, or a carboxyl group 
which is optionally esterified or amidated; 

Zis \ 




and, n is \ 

an integer from 0 to 6, or its hydroquinone form, or a pharmaceutical ly acceptable salt 
thereof. \ 

39. A method for preventing or treating diseases caused by the activation of NF- 
kB comprising administering to a patient a benzoquinone derivativeVepresented by the 
following general formula (1): \ 
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I 



CH2-Z— (CH2)„-R4 



wherein 



Ri, R^, and Rj are each indepen 



a hydrogen atom, an aikyi group having 1 to 



5 carbons, or an alkoxy group having 1 to Svcarbons; 

R, is a hydrogen atom, a hydroxymethy| group, an alkyl group, or a carboxyl group 
v/hich is optionally esterified or amidated; 

Zis 





CH=CH- 



CH=CH 



H=CH- 



and, n is an integer from 0 to 6, 

or its hydroquinone form, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof. 
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a' 

^ patient in need of TNl^-a inhibition a benzoquinone derivative represented by the following 



40. A Wthod for inhibiting TNF-a production comprising administering to a 



general formula (1): 




CH2-Z— (CH2)n-R4 

wherein Rj, and R3 are each independently a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group having 1 to 
5 carbons, or an alkoxy group having 1 to 5 carbons; 

R4 is a hydrogen atom, a hydroxymethyl^roup, an alkyl group, or a carboxyl group 
which is optionally esterified or amidated; 

Z is 



Application No. OQ/424.059 
Attorney's Docket No. 001560-376 

Page 7 



/ 



3 



and, n is an integer from 0 to 6, 

or its hydroquinoiie form, or a pharmaceutical ly acceptable salt thereof. 



41. A methoo^or preventing or treating diseases caused by the excessiv^^Q^v\| 
production of TNF-a comprising administering to a patient a benzoquinone derivative^^ ^JJjj 



represented by the following general formula (1) 



2 ]| \CH2-Z— (CH2)„-R4 
O 




wherein R,, R2 and R3 are each independently aNhydrogen atom, an alkyl group having 1 to 
5 carbons, or an alkoxy group having 1 to 5 carboi\s; 

R4 is a hydrogen atom, a hydroxymethyl group^, an alkyl group, or a carboxyl group 
which is optionally esterified or amidated; 
Z is 



